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lions  that were unknown to his neighbours and that the;/
found astonishing. These he kept scattered about in his garden*
One of these sculptures, the nude torso of a woman,
brought him into his first conflict with the missionaries in
the island. The pasttur of his district endeavoured to force
Gauguin to remove the figure from view, and he applied to
the local magistrate for an order. But the law laughed and
Gauguin did not spare his words. He seemed also to obtain a
certain exhilaration from the prospect of being once again a
father, for his young vabint was expecting a child at about the
turn of the year.
The New Year began with a relapse in his health bur with
the arrival of a substantial sum of money, the equivalent of
forty-eight pounds, from the dealer Chaudet, and the promise
of a further sixty. The news also came that de Monfreid had
received the parcel of canvases, over which Gauguin had
worried so much, and that he had shown the paintings in Paris,
an arrangement that seemed to have upset Chaudet considerably.
Gauguin at once paid his debts. He could see before him
six or eight months that would be free of worry and Ke
considered returning to the hospital "to be cured again/'
Before doing so, he sent to Paris a large order for fifty assorted
brushes and over eighty tubes of colour. His principal order
was for white, carmine, ultramarine and yellow ochre, with
smaller orders for cobalt, red madder, cadmium yellow,
emerald, and vermilion. He repeated his request for guitar
strings by the metre and asked for strings for his mandoline,
metal bridges for his guitar, and packets of red and yellow
gilding powder. Necessities, all of them, even if the total cost
were to be high. He also ordered a pair of high-laced boots,
for he had found that his injured ankle needed special support
"I want Russian leather, as soft as possible, not lined . . *
practically clowns' lrodequinst laced almost from the beginning.
The soles to protrude exaggeratedly and the toe well squared.,.
with them the largest sized bottle of red polish. You will
arrange for the price and the payment * * /'
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